20 April 2022
Response to Yusuf Arieff’s Letter

Re: Financial Irregularities within MJC Treasury dated: 15 April 2022

From the desk of: M. Fadihl Emandien
o) )

Introduction

| pray that Allah guides me in my response. It is not in my character to respond to allegations
made on public platforms, however, | feel that this letter is a direct attack on my character,
dignity and honour.

As a reminder to myself, we are guided by the Qur'an and sunnah which holds the honour of
a believer in high regard.

lbn Abbas (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah # looked at the Ka’bah and he # said:
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“How great are you and how great is your sanctity! Yet, the believer has greater sanctity to
Allah than you. Verily, Allgh sanctified you once and sanctified the believer thrice in his life, his
wealth, and to not assume evil about him.”

Understanding that my honour, and that of my colleagues, lies in the court of Allah, | feel that
it is necessary to defend my name.

Who is Yusuf Arieff? He served on the MJC (SA) Executive from 2016 — 2021. Ran for the
position of Treasurer in the 2021 Electoral AGM and LOST! Additionally, ran for an EXCO
member, but after losing the Treasurer position immediately withdrew.

| will begin my response by stating that many of the so-called facts in his letter that was
supposedly only for the MJC (SA) General Majlis (membership), was distorted by him, and in
my reading, was done purposefully so to cast doubt on the current leadership of the MIC
(SA), and especially me as the Treasurer of the organisation. Not at any point in his letter had
he mentioned once that he had spoken to me as the Treasurer of the organisation. All his
“facts” is based on hearsay.... what he had heard the Treasurer said and what he was told the
Treasurer had said.

He mentions in the beginning of his letter: “The integrity of the Muslim community and more
so that of its religious leadership should be held to the highest levels of scrutiny.” | work with
‘ulama whom | hold in high regard, who serves the community with integrity and honour.

He opens his letter casting doubt on the integrity of those in the leadership position of the
MIJC (SA) and specifically who are part of its Treasury. This doesn’t not match a letter that is
written out of concern nor that | feel he was “saddened” in penning.
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As a professional, a doctor and an ‘Alim, he makes assumptions and states facts as if they are
true without any proof, clarification or confirmation.

Allah mentions in the Qur'an:
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O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion. Indeed some suspicions are sins.
(Sarah al-Hujurat, No. 49, Ayah 12)

Good assumptions are encouraged by Allah.
Cpuh 38 Tah 165 1R il Gunasals & ghaiall Ok 6 i ) w3

When you [first] heard about it, why did not the faithful, men and women, think well of their
folks (Sarah al-Nar, Ayah 12)

He further mentions in his letter: “there has been a series of events that have not been
explained, neither was any clarity given to the extent required on the possible financial
irregularities...”

My Response: The amounts he questions was explained in a detailed report to the General
Majlis of the MJC (SA) (refer GM Meeting minutes obtainable from the Secretary General’s
office of the MIJC) and ratified in that meeting. So why his statement? He was absent from
that meeting. To me, he has no regard for the rest of the GM Members who were present in
that meeting who ratified the report. Did he ever try and contact the Treasurer for clarity or
the explanation given in that meeting? NO! What did he do? He went on hearsay and
“investigated” the matter without speaking to those in the know.

First bullet point: two weeks prior to the AGM, he was called by the Mufti Taha Karaan
seeking clarity on the +R900,000.00.

Response: The Audited Financial Report, signed off by A2A Kopano with no irregularities,
were presented to the Exco only 4 days prior to the AGM 2021. Yusuf Arieff was present in
that meeting (Refer Exco Minutes available from the SG’s Office), who never questioned the
amount once, nor even made reference to it. So, if the Mufti sought clarity by him two weeks
prior, why did he not take the opportunity in that final Exco meeting before the elections to
ask his questions or seek clarity?

To my understanding as told to me by both deputy Presidents of the MJC (SA), the Mufti only
made contact with them less than 48Hrs before the actual electoral AGM 2021. So who
spoke to who? Was this yet another plot by Yusuf Arieff to discredit me and manipulate the
Elections? YES, ANOTHER!!!

Let me break from the response to his letter and clarify the FACTS on his manipulations prior to
the AGM 2021.

As in every organisation, prior and in preparation to the elections, the MJC (SA) Exco decided
on their stance that would be taken in the elections. These plans were, obviously, subjected
to the outcome of the votes.
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In the AGM, an amendment was agreed upon by most of the Exco members that the
organisation should not allow any person with card-holding membership of any political party
to run for any of the Presidency positions (this amendment did not carry — just for
information sake).

After the meeting, Yusuf Arieff approached Sh Shahid Esau on his (Arieff’s) own steam (a
retired DA member of parliament) “offering” him <— this being his exact words, the 2"
Deputy position as he had the numbers (meaning, the votes).

This position was offered to me as well prior to him speaking to Sh Shaheed, in the presence
of the SG, hoping | would step down from the Treasurer position.

The above is but one of the matters that surfaced, of which the entire (or most of the then
Exco members) were aware of.

Continuing my response to his letter...

Bullet point 4: He claims that the auditor, Yusuf Mohamed of A2A Kopano, sent Mufti Taha a
statement including of dates and amounts of transactions made during the financial year.

Response: All tokens and receipts were handed in timeously and no questions were asked by
the auditor to the Treasurer at any time, even to date. As mentioned, would the auditor sign
off the AFS if there were any irregularities? The company that audits the books of the MJC
(SA) has a good standing in the business and local community, and would not stand to
damage their own reputation.

Bullet point 6: Cash given to Sh Irafaan Abrahams

Response: This is a blatant lie!!! Never had |, as the Treasurer of the MJC (SA), ever expressed
this in any of my communication or responses to the auditor “...it was given to Sh Irafaan
Abrahams.” This will be confirmed by the Presidency and the SG.

The assumption hear would be that the President of the MJC (SA) has sole discretion on how
the funds of the MJC (SA) may be distributed and disbursed as he pleases. In my view, this is
an insult to Sh Irafaan Abrahams, and trying to cast doubt on his integrity, trustworthiness
and honour.

Bullet point 7: A disclaimer inserted as “standard practise” regarding cash.

Response: This is a disclaimer (to my understanding) that is written to any business and/or
organisation that deals with cash monies. This clause, as explained to me by the auditors,
referred to cash received in lieu services rendered, rather than covering the auditors as a
“disclaimer”. The disclaimer is in all previous Audited Financial Statements received.

Bullet point 8: “I asked who had access to be able to do cash withdrawals and was informed
that the Treasurer is the only one with access to the account and can withdraw cash
independently.

Response: Any organisation or business with a business account knows full well that to be
able to withdraw cash (irrespective whether it be R10 or R100,000.00) requires dual
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signature on the withdrawal slip. This statement implicates me and would make anyone think
that | may use the business account as my personal account.

Is the MIC (SA) my personal bank account? This is the greatest insult he has written. Insinuating
that | may freely enter the bank and withdraw money at my own discretion. This written on
information he had heard from someone.

There is strict process of which the finances and bank account of the MJC (SA) is governed.
Neither do | have access to the account as | please. Furthermore, the account is reconciled by
an in-house book-keeper every month who has access to the bank statement and all
transactions.

Bullet point 12: The penned letter by the Mufti Taha Karaan (rahmatullahi alayhi). A man of
integrity, excellent character and knowledge that was extremely admirable on any level. An
‘Alim who held the MIC (SA) and ‘ulama in high regard. May Allah grant him, his father,
brother and sister a high place in Jannah, Amin.

Response: unfortunately, | have not seen this letter before being made public by Yusuf Arieff
nor had the opportunity to answer any of the Mufti’s questions.

Bullet point 14: At several general majlis meetings, multiple members had requested a
written report from the treasurer...:

Response: This request, to my recollection, did not come from multiple members. The
request always came from Yusuf Arieff. Once a written report was submitted and explained in
detail to the GM meeting (as stated previously), Yusuf Arieff was absent from that meeting of
which he and others were duly and timeously notified with an Agenda attached. This written
report was in consultation with the Presidency/Treasury and a shaykh (an accountant who is
on the current Exco).

Bullet 16: “....I was invited to see it (referring to the written report) at the MJC offices.”

Response: |, the Treasurer made the proposal that Yusuf Arieff could view the report at the
MJC in my office. NOT ONCE did Yusuf Arieff EVER approach me for any clarity or explanation
on the report submitted. He frequents the office of the MJC (almost monthly for the Halaal
Trust Board of Trust meetings) but never found it necessary to consult/approach/interrogate
the Treasurer who he openly implicates in his letter. He speaks of integrity? Where in the
integrity in this approach? Why did he purposefully pass by the office of the person who
could shed some light on the matter. Yet, he preferred dishonouring me publically.

Yusuf Arieff Speaks of Irregularities

As the Head of Department of the Youth Desk of the MJC (SA), an application was made by
him or on his instructions to the City of Cape Town for funds in lieu of Youth Programs to be
held over the school holidays. The funds were released into the coffers of the MJC (SA) who,
in turn, released it in the care of Yusuf Arieff.
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The terms and conditions of receiving the funds were that a full and detailed report, with
names of the attendees and recipients, be submitted. In the absence of the report, the MJC
(SA) would be liable to refund the CoCT.

Was the report submitted? Yusuf Arieff, after completing the project, left to study in Turkey
for a few months or close to a year. He was still on the Exco group chat and, apparently,
contactable via whatsapp and email.

| personally made several request for the report as the CoCT was requesting it with a
deadline. No report was submitted.

On his return, he gave a verbal report and mentioned that he had kept approx. (more less
than more) R9000 as an admin fee for himself.

At no point here am | insinuating that the money was misappropriated, but why is he
pointing fingers at the MJC (SA) Treasury of irregularities whilst he had done no different.

Please, let him who has no sin cast the first stone.

In conclusion: it is hurtful to think that the honour, dignity and integrity of the MJC (SA), its
leadership and myself means so little to this man.

| and extremely contented that the funds of the MIJC (SA), under leadership of the
honourable, dignified, trustworthy and selfless leadership of Sh Irafaan Abrahams, Ml Abdul
Khalig Allie, Sh Riad Fataar, Sh Zaid Dantie and myself, was not misappropriated nor
mismanaged in any way.

Yes, no system is without flaws and perfect. Every department in the MJC (SA), especially the
Treasury in light of the untrustworthiness of shown by Yusuf Arieff, is always open to
improvements.

May Allah forgive me for my shortcomings and accept all we do for HIS sake, Amin.
Yours in Islam and a weak slave in the din of Allah

M. Fadihl Emandien
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